
Common Bumblebees (Bombus) of Penwith*

*several other species occur rarely, including the Heath Bumblebee (B. jonellus) on coastal heather 

Buff-tailed Bumblebee
Bombus terrestris

White-tailed Bumblebee
Bombus lucorum

Garden Bumblebee
Bombus hortorum

Bumblebees with white tails*
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worker male

Red-tailed Bumblebee
Bombus lapidarius

Early Bumblebee
Bombus pratorum

maleworker

Bumblebees with red tails

Common Carder Bumblebee
Bombus pascuorum

Tree Bumblebee
Bombus hypnorum

Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee
Bombus bohemicus

Bumblebees with red thorax Social parasites



Support Native Pollinators:  

Create a Bumble bee 
Friendly Garden 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Key: Sp = spring 
  S = summer 

  F = fall 
Types of flowers bumble bees visit  
Bumble bees survive on two types of food from flowers  1) pollen, which is fed to the developing brood,  
and 2) nectar, which is fuel for adults and is added to brood pollen. When collecting pollen, bumble bees  
prefer pollen-rich asters, roses, and nightshades. When foraging for nectar, they prefer flowers with  
characteristics suited to their biology, including: 

à purple, blue, or white petals, which are more vibrant to bumble bees 
à broad floral tubes that the bee can crawl into to reach nectar 
à long floral tubes to the nectar source, reachable only by very long tongued pollinators like bumble bees 
à a landing platform 
à complicated structures that bumble bees manipulate using advanced learning 

 

Native and garden flowers that attract bumble bees 
Best for pollen: Best for nectar 
Brambles and Berries (Rubus, Ribes)  Sp S Beardtongues (Penstemon)  Sp S 
Meadowsweet (Spirea)  S Bellflowers (e.g., Campanula)  Sp 
Primrose (Primula)  Sp Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta)  Sp 
Nightshades (Solanaceae, e.g., tomato)  S F Columbine (Aquilegia)  Sp S 
Composites (Asteraceae) S F Heather & any Ericaceae  S F 
Thistles (Cirsium vulgare)  S F Foxglove (Digitalis)  Sp S 
Wild Roses (Rosaceae)  S Larkspur (Delphinium)  S 
Willow (Salix)  Sp Mints and other herbs (Sage, Comfrey, etc.)  Sp S 
 Monkshood (Aconitum)  Sp S 
“Weedy” species:  
Kidney vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria)  Sp Having flowers with different lengths of floral tubes 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus)  Sp S promotes bumble bee and general bee diversity because 
Vetches (e.g., Vicia, Coronilla) Sp S of differences between species in tongue length. For 
Clovers (Trifolium) Sp S more information on flowers suited for pollination  
Dandelions (Taraxacum officinale) Sp by bumble bees and other native bees, see P. Saunders 
Ivy-leaved toadflax ( Cymbalaria muralis) Sp 
St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum)  S Bumblebees of Cornwall and Scilly (2016) 
 
Bumble bee Nesting 
Besides food resources, bumblebees also need a suitable environment in the neighborhood for nesting. 
After emerging in early spring from overwintering, bumble bee queens search for suitable nesting sites to lay eggs,  
such as preexisting underground cavities containing dry vegetative matter (old rodent nests). Some species  
prefer to nest on the ground surface in shallow cavities created by old vegetation (Carder bees). In urban 
environments, nests can be found in old planters lined with remnants of grass clippings and leaf-litter lined 
spaces underneath terraces. Nests in your garden are fun and will promote both bumblebee survival and the 
vigor of your garden through pollination You simply need to be cautious to avoid stomping about near the nest 
as they may send out a guard or two! That would be the rare occasion in which a bumblebee might sting. 
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